
 

CHILD LIFE INTERNSHIP  
 

Placement Process and Application 
 

CADENCE HEALTH  >  CHILD LIFE 

When applying for an internship with Central DuPage Hospital’s Child Life Program, each applicant must be 
affiliated with an accredited university/college and have an academic advisor/ongoing instructor supervision 
during the internship.  As this information may periodically change, you can find currently child life internship 
information on cdh.org. 
 
Read the following information it its entirety 
 

1. Contact Child Life with any questions that you may have regarding the application process.  This 
number is 630.933.7529.  TTY for the hearing impaired 630.933.4833. 
 

2. Complete the application form, and mail a copy of your resume, a copy of the Child Life Council’s 
“Coursework Review” results (www.childlife.org), official transcripts, verification of hospital 
volunteer hours, three professional references and $20 application fee* to: 

 
Central DuPage Hospital 
Attn: Dora Castro-Ahillen, MA, CCLS, LCPC 
Child Life Coordinator 
25 North Winfield Road 
Winfield, Illinois 60190 
 
 *Make checks payable to: Inpatient Pediatrics at Central DuPage Hospital 

 
3. If selected, a child life specialist will contact you to schedule an interview.  
 

Criteria for Application to the Child Life Internship Program 
 
Before completing an application for submission to the Child Life Program at Central DuPage Hospital, 
please review the following criteria to make sure that you qualify for consideration. 
 

 Students will be working towards a degree in child life, child development, psychology, 
recreational therapy, early childhood education, or other related discipline and will be affiliated 
with an accredited university/college. A course review by the Child Life Council is required prior 
to completion and submission of a child life internship application to Central DuPage Hospital. 

 Students will be in or beyond their senior year in college. 

 Students will have a minimum overall GPA of 3.0. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.childlife.org/
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 Students will have 50 hours of volunteer experience within a child life program. 

 Students will provide three letters of reference, with at least one from their direct supervisor in a 
healthcare setting. 

 Students will be working towards obtaining child life certification by the child life certifying 
committee. 

 Coursework related to the hospitalized child is preferred. 
 
Personal Characteristics 
All applicants must demonstrate sensitivity to children and their families, as well as the ability to work with 
persons from a variety of cultural backgrounds, flexibility, adaptability, and creativity. 
 
Your application is complete when you have enclosed the following documentation: 

 Completed Application Form with $20.00 application fee  

 Official Transcript 

 Copy of Child Life Council’s “Coursework Review” Results 

 Three (3 ) Letters of Recommendation 

 Verification of Volunteer Hours at a Hospital Site 
 
Child Life Internship Deadlines  
 
Internship                 Application                   Initial                             Acceptance                       Offer Date             Acceptance  
Session                      Deadline                        Offer Date                    Date                                    Fall 2013                Date Fall 2013 
 
Fall 2013                 May 5, 2013                2

nd
 Tuesday of June          Following Wednesday    June 11, 2013      June 12, 2013 

 

Spring 2014            September 5, 2013    2
nd

 Tuesday of October   Following Wednesday    October 8, 2013   October 9, 2013  


